
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NOR1'HERN DISTRlCT OF INDIANA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

,'. ", 

••• I, 

2 09CV 006 
Plaintiff, Civil Action No. ____ _ 

v. 

CITY OF GARY, INDIANA, 

Defendant. 

COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff, the United States of America, alleges: 

1. This actio~ is brought on behalf of the Uillted States to enforce the provisions of 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U .s.G. § .2000e, et seq. ("'Title VII"). 

2. This Court has jurisdiction of the 'action under 42 U.s.C. § 20DOe-5(f). 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1331 and 28 U.S,C. § 1345. 

3. Defendant, City ofGaty ("City" or "Defe~dant")~ is a pOlitical subdivision of the 

State of Indiana created pursuant to the laws of the 'State of Indiana 

4. The City isa "person" within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 2000e(a) and an 

O\eTIlployer" within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 2000e(b). 

5. In or around February 2006, the City cre,a,ted a hiring, list of 25 applicants' for 

Emergency Medical Technician ("EMT") positions. The hiring list stated that offers of 

employment would be m~de in rank 'order. until its expiration on February 1, 2007. Included on 
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the hiring list were. applicants James Meinart. Richard Hurst, Timothy Sierazy, Nathan Bogner, 

Christopher Ferrand and Tina Bruks (collectively the "Charging Parties"). 

6. On Or around October 10, 2006, the City offered employment as EMTs to six of 

the applicants on the EMT hiring list, all of whom are black. These applicants Were rankedP', 

5th
, 9th, 10th, 11 th, and 12th on the hiring list. All six accepted employment with the City. 

7. The City did not make offers of employment as EMTs to any of the Charging 

Parties, who ranked 2nd (James Meinart)? 3rt! (Richard Hurst), 4th (Timothy Sierazy), 6h (Nathan 

Bogner), 7th (Christopher Ferrand) ·and .8th (Tin::). Bruks) on the hiring list, all of whom are white. 

All of the Charging Parties ranked higher than the lowest-ranked applicant to receive an offer of 

employment as an EMT with the City. 

8. In or around November 2006, the City offered employment as anEMT to a 

seventh individual (black) who was not on the hiring list. This pers.on also accepted employment 

as an EMT with the City. 

9. None of the Charging Parties received an offer of employment as an EMT from 

the City before the EMT hiring list created by the City in or around February 2006 expired on 

February 1,2007; nor did any ofthe Charging Parties receive an ·offer of employmentru; an EMT 

from the City at any time thereafter. 

10. The CitY has discriminated against the Charging Parties o.n the basis of their 

race (white), in violation of Section 703(a) of Title VII, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e-2(a), by failing or 

refusing to offer employment as an EMT to each of these individuals. 
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···11. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission ("EEOC") received timely 

charges (Charge Nos. 470-2007-00772 (James Meinart), 470-2007-01286 (Richard Hurst), 470-

2007-011.85 (Timothy Sierazy), 470-2007-01287 (Nathan Bogner), 470-2007-00616 (Christopher 

Ferrand) ancl470-2007~00627 (tina Bruks)) filed by the Charging Parties against the City Fire 

Department. 

12. The Charging Parties alleged that they ·had been discrimiriated against on the basis 

of their race (white) when they were not offered employment as EMTs by the City. 

13. Pursuant to Section 706 of Title VII, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e-5, the EEOC in:v~stigated 

the charges, found that the evidenc.esupported the Charging Parties; allegations,and found 

reasonable cause to believe that the Charging Parties were discriminated against in violation of 

Title VII. 

. . /.. 
14. The EEOC attempted unsuccessfully to conciliate a voluntary resolution of the 

charges, ·and subsequently referred the matter to the Department of Justice. 

15. All conditions precedent to the filing .of suit have been performed or have 

occurred. 

WHEREFORE,. the United States prays that the Court ~rant the following relief: 

(a) Enter an order enjoining the City of Gary, its officers., agents, employees, 

successors and all persons in active concert or participation with them, from 

engaging in discriminatory employment policies and practices against white 

EMTs ~d applicants for EMT positions based on their race; 

(b) Enter an order enj Dining the City of GaIY, from failing or refusing to provide 

remedial relief sufficient to make whole the Charging Parties for the individual 
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losses they bave suffered ·as a result of the discrimination agidnst them as alleged 

in this Complaint; 

(c) Take other appropriate nondiscriminatory measures to overcome the effects of the 

discrimination; and 

(d) Award such additional relief as justice may require, together with the United 

States' costs and disbursements in this action. 

By: 

GRACE CHUNG BECKER 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

M, GADZICHOWSKI, WI Bar 1014294 
'ef 

Employment Litigation Section 

:"Yil" ."~tsa. 
ILLIAM B. FENTON, DC 13a,r 414990 

Deputy Chief 
BRIAN G. McENTIRE, VA Bar 48552 
Senior Trial Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Civil Rights Division 
Employment Litigation Section 
Room 4908, PHB 
950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20530 
Telephone: (2Q2) 305~J470 
Facsimile: (202) -514-1005 
. Email: brian.Ii1centite@usdoj .gov 
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By: 

DAVIDCAPP 
United States Atto 

As istant Unit tes Attorney 
rthern District of Indiana 

400 Federal Plaza, Suite 1500 
Hammond, IN 46320 
'telephone: (219) 937-5681 
Facsimile: (219) 852-2770 

Attorneys for the United States of America 
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Moore, Lisa (CRT) 

,From: Moore, Lisa (CRT) 

Sent: Monday, January 12, 20092:43 PM 

To: Gardner, Leslie (CRT) 

Cc: Ruiz, Hector (CRT) 

Subject: RE: EEOC Charges City of Dallas 

The system is finally up. I should have something for you tomorrow. 

Lisa 

From: Gardner, Leslie (CRT) 
Sent: Monday, January 05, 2009 2:41 PM 
To: Moore, Lisa (CRT) 
Cc: Ruiz, Hector (CRT) 
Subject: Re: EEOC Charges City of Dallas 

Yes, thank you, 

From: Moore, Lisa (CRT) 
To: Gardner, Leslie (CRT) 
Sent: Man Jan 05 14:39:23 2009 
Subject: EEOC Charges City of Dallas 

Leslie, 

I just learned that the system is down until further notice. I will check back tomorrow if I don't hear anything more by cob today . 
. Just to confirm, you're interested in seeing eeoc charges on .the basis of race for the City of Dallas, TX within the past five years. 

Lisa 

1112/2009 



~AO 440 (Rev. 8101:) Summons in a Civil Action 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
Northern District of Indiana 

United States 'of America 

V: 

City of Gary. Indiana 

TO: (Name and address ofDefend.an.t) 

Jerome M. Taylor 
Deputy City Attorney 
401 Broadway. Fourth Floor 
Gary. Indiana 46402 

SUMM:ONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

CASE NUMBER: 2 09CV 006 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMM:ONED and required to serVe onPLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY (namcandaddress) 

Sharon J. Johnson 
Assistant United States Attorney 
N.orthem DJstrict of Ihdlana 
5400 Federal Plaza, Suite 1500 
Hammond. Indiana 46320 

an answer to the complaint which is served on you with this summons, within 20 days after service 
of this summons on you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to d9 so, judgment by default will be taken agajnstyou 
for the· relief demanded in the compJaint. Any answer that you serve on the parties to this action must be filed with the. 
Clerk of this Court within· a reasonable period oftime after service. 

DAlE ~{ 



"AD 440 (Rev 8101) Summons in a Civil Action .. 
RETURN OF SERVICE 

Service of the Summons and complaint was made by me(l) 
DATE 

NAME OF S~VER (PRiNT) TITLE 

Check one box below to indicate aO'Dr.oDriate method of service 

0 Served personally upon thedefendant. Place where served: 

0 Left copies thereof at the defendant's dwelling house C)r usual place of abode with a person of suitable age and 
discretion then residing therein. 

Name of person with whom the summons and complaint were left: 

0 Returned unexecuted: 

0 Other (speci'fY): 

I 

STATEMENT. OF S~RVJCE FEES 
'tRAVEL I SER,VICES: I TOTAL $0.00 

DECLARATION OF SERVER 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing inf~r.mat,io:n 
contaihed in the Return of Service and Statement of Service. Fees is true and correct 

Executed on 
Date SigtlDlID'B.'DjServer 

Address ofServu 

~ 

.. (1) As. to who. may sen'e aswnmons.see Rule 4 of the Federal Rules ofCIVll Proccd~ 



'J.S 44 (Rev. (2107) CIVIL COVER SHEET 2 09 C V 006 
The JS 44 civil cover sheei.and the information contain~d.~erein neither replace n<!rs1J]lplem~ntthe filing and seryice of'pieadings or other papers as required by law, except lIS Pl"?yi~ed 
by local rules of court. ThIS form, 'approved by the JudICIal Conference of the Umted Sta!e$ In September 197.4, IS reqUITed for the use of~'-Clerk 9fCourt for the purpose of u"ntlatmg 
tlie civil docket shut, (SEl! INSTRVCTIONS ON THE R~V;:RSE OF THE FORM,) • . 

r. (a) PLAINTIFFS 

United States of America 

DEFENDANTS 

City of Gary, Indiana 

(b) County of Residence or'Finrt Listed Plaintiff COurityofResiclence of First Listed Defendant ~L;;;a;;;k;;;e _______ _ 
{EXCEPT IN U;S. PLAINTIFF CASES) (IN U.S. Pl..A1NTIFF CAsEs bNL Y-) 

NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES. USE THE LOCATION OF THE 
LAND INVOL YEO. 

(c) Attorney's (Finn Name; Addnss; and TeIephOI1~ Nwnbor) Attorneys (IfKnDWII) 

Sharon Johnson, Brian G, McEntire, Department of J4stice. United Hamilton Carmouche 
States Attome 's Office .• 5400 Federal Plaza Suite 1500 

n. BASISOFJURISDlCTION (placeiIP"X"inOncBol(Only} III. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIP.AL P ARTIES(P1Qce an "X" in Ond Bo)t for Plaintiff 

Ill: I u.s, OaVenunont 
Plaintiff 

o 2 U.s. Government 
Dofen~t 

IV NATURE OF SUIT . 
.r.oNTRACT 

lJ 110 InBI\1'BDCe 
o 120 Marine' LI 
o 130 Miller Ace Cl 
o 140 Negoliabl. Inslf'ltmCnt 
.LI ].S{) Recovery of Overpayment 0 

&Enforce;mcm ofIudgment 
LI 151 M.odicarc Act a 
LI i52 Rocovery of D~faulted 

Swd~tLoans " (E"~1. Vel.""'S), CJ 
o 153 RecovOI)' Df Overpayment 

ofVelcran's Bmefits 0 
o 160 Stciekbol.dets' SuiU 0 
·0 190 Other Contra~t 
.LI 193 Contract Product Liability 0 
LI ]96 Franchise 

LI 3 rodonil QlICStion 
(U.S. Goyerrunenl Not a PartY) 

LI 4 Di;>en;Ity 

(lndlcalc Citizenslitp ofPaqies in Item Ill) 

(Place B!1'''X'' in One Bo" Only,) 
I ... : TORTS' .' .~ '" !In 

PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY 
310 Airplane LI 362 Personal J'liury -
3'15 Airplllne Product Mtido Malpiactiec 

Liability LI 365 Per5oi!allnjury -
320 Assault. L~el & Product Liability 

Sland~r 0 368 Asbestos PenlOnal 
330 Foderal 'Emplo:yen;' "'Jury Product 

Liaj)ility Liability 
340 Marine PERSONAL PROPE,RTY' 
345 Mariner Product LI 370 Other Fraud 

Liability D 371 Tnlln in Lending. 
350 MlltQr VeItlcle D 380 Othar I>er.onal 
35S Moter Vllhiclc Property DamagB 

Product Liability LI 385 Ptopeny Damage 
360 Other Pcr&onal Product Liability 

Injury 

'(For Diversity Cs.sc;s Only} and·Qite Box for Defendant) 
PTF DEF PTF DiF 

Cirizen of This Stale 'LI I LI I Jncorp')!».!"" OJ' PrincipalP!;,,:. LI 4- 0 4 
ofB~~in~s;s In This Slalt 

Cidun of Anoth()l' ,State LI 2 a 2 In=porated (lItti Prinl'ipal P~ 
of B.usUross In Anot~ Stale 

lJ 3 'LI 3- Foreign Nprion d 6 Ll6 

!; "·F I':&~}l~" " . Onn:R:Ji" ;.A'I'tlTE~ 

o 610 AgricultulO LI 422 Appeal 28 l,TSC 158 0 400 State Rllapportionment 
LI 620 OtherFilQa & Drug lJ 423'Withdll!~aJ a 410. AnritroSl 
o 625 DruB Relaled.Seizure 28 USC 157 0 430 Banks and Banking 

,of Property 21 USC 1181 0 450 Commerce 
LI 630 Liquor Laws II " , ··RfUHTIl 0. 460 DqJ!U1~ion 
LI 640 R..R. & Truck 0. &20 Copyrigbta d 470 RaQketecr Illflue$Cd 8I1d 
LI 6~0 ·Airline llega, o $30PalcnI .Convpt Organizations 
LI 660 Oocupational a '840 Trademark a 480 Ctmswner Credit 

Saf'atylHealtll' 0 490 Cibl;,r,lat:rV 
a 690dlber LI ilG Scll1Cti~e S«viee 
··.·,_·;l ... '. '.'" aBOR' ," ;.:.; .. SOOlAl, ";'. a 8SG SooumiC51Commoditiesf 
D 710Fair Labor Stan.clard$ 0.861 HfA(139Sff} Exchange 

Act a g62 Blat:ic: Lung (923} D S.7S Customer ChQ!lcogl: 
o 720 LoborlMgml. RcI,aiions o 863QIWCIQIWW{40S(g)) 12 U.sC34JO 
LI 7311 LabilrlMgmt.Reporting lJ 864 SSlD Title XVI D 890 Ollter Statutory ActiollS 

& DjSt:1o~\IfCIAet LI 865 RSI (405(11) tJ 891 Agricultural ActlI 
REAL PROrERTY G'~I RJGHTS' ,';",' PRISON " LI 140 Railway Labor Ad .. JlEDERA .... ·T-AX SUITS a 892 &onoml .. $llIbilization A¢t 

o 210Llin<lCQnd~mnation 0 441 Voting 0 ,1'0 Motions to Vl1¢8tc tJ 790. oilier L8b0r Litigl!1iClll' 0810 Taxes (U.s, Plainliff' D 
o 22o..Fol'I#osW'O IX 44i EmplP)(lllent Sentence LI 79 I Empl, Ret Inc. or l)i:furldant} 0 
o 230 Rent Lease &. Ejcelment a 443 Housinj!l flIIbeas CilrptlSt Soturity Act a 871 1RS,.-11Urd Party 0 
d 240. Tort. to Land Ae<:ommodarions p ~30 G.ci1Ctal 26 USC 1609 
o 245.. ''rort Pndul'l Liability a 444 Welfare b. S3S Death ~ ,,".:.-;:':'); ; .. .,': .. a 
LI 290' All Other Real Property a 44:5 Amer. w/DisabilitiC$ " LI S4C Mandamus &. 0tMr [J 462 Nlllul'lllIzanon Applic:aoon 

Employment d j5.o. CiVil Rights LI 463 Habeas Comus -
a 446 Amer. w/Di.abilitiuO - a '5' Pr1SOil Conditi(U1 Alien IXWncc LI 

Oihl:r LI 46' 0111« Immigration 
IJ 440. Other Civil RJgbu Aetions 

V. ORIGIN 
lSI I Original, 

Proceeding 

(PlaCC' an ~X" in Oce Box Only) 
o 2 Removed from 0 3 Remanded from 

State Court Appellate Court 
o 4 Reinstated or a 5· Tl'i!ltSfe~ ~om 0 6' Multidistrict 

Reopened anotl~ drsl1'lc! Litigation 
.S c . 

Cit~Jlb.e U,SCC1y,il,S:f.ilMC undfr which you are'fiting (Do not ~ite jurisdldloPlil statutes uplfss diversity): 

893 llnviron'mcrital Matters· 
894 Ellerii)' AlIo;;atior\ A.~t 
89S Freedom of'rnfonnatlon 

ACt 
900APfIl=al of Fee DIotemiino.lioD 

Under Equal AcWs 
to Justice 

9S0 Con&lit~ionali1y of 
Stale Statui", 

Appeal to District 
o 7 Jtidge from 

MlIgi$1lte 
Jud cnt 

I 

4,U.~ .. s2Uuue,e seq, D 
VI. CAUSE OF ACTION I-:B:-n:-'ef::-d:-es-cr-:'ip~ti:-on=-o-;:f:-caus-c-: ;.....---..:....--. -------------------------~ 

Alleging discriminatory hiring pracUc~s 
VlI. REQUESTEU IN 

COMPLAINT: 
o CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION DEMANDS 

VIII. RELATED CASE(S) 
IF ANY 

DATE 

J -/). - 09 
FOR OFFICE USE ONL 

RECEIPT # AMOUNT 

UNDER F.R,C.P. 23 

(See inBtnl~tions): 
JUDGE 

M'PL YlNG'IFP -------- -------------- ---....,.....-

CHECK YES only if dcmaDd~ in complaint: 
JURY DEMAND: c:J Yes it No 

DOCKET NUMBER 

JUDGE MAG.~UDGE ----- --------


